[image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg]Good morning!  A few weeks ago, 5 youth group members, 3 chaperones, and I got back from what was one of the best experiences of our lives.  We went on an amazing pilgrimage to World Youth Day in Madrid, Spain!  We all became so much closer to God and more firm in our Catholic faith while on this journey.  While spending time with people from our diocese, and meeting pilgrims from all over the world, we felt such unity in our faith.  We met many people from other countries - Australia, Pakistan, Tanzania, and Nigeria to name a few. 

[image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg]We started our journey in Lourdes, France and were able to spend 4 days in what is, in my opinion, one of the most beautiful and spiritually powerful places in the world.  We had Mass at the Grotto, and in the gorgeous basilica.  A highlight of Lourdes for me was the Marian torchlight procession where we sang the Rosary in several languages and lifted up our candles during the “Ave Maria”.  Some of our group members also went to the Bathes and we all brought home Holy Water.  From Lourdes, we journeyed to Burgos, and spent an overnight there.  We had the opportunity to visit St. Ignatius of Loyola Monastery in San Sebastian and the Holy House.  We also had Mass in the Burgos Cathedral.  From Burgos we traveled to Madrid, our main destination for World Youth Day.  Our group was privileged in being able to see the pope close-up 4 times!  He drove down in his famous pope-mobile on the same street that our hotel was on.  He looked directly at our faces and gave us a blessing.  That was probably the biggest highlight of the entire pilgrimage for me.  Being able to see the vicar of St. Peter face-to-face is something that I will never forget.  
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[image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg]We had challenges along the journey, but they brought us closer to God.  We were not able to go to the vigil Mass with the Pope, due to poor conditions at the site.  Because of the 2 million people, the lack of water, and temperatures over 100 degrees, Bishop McFadden made the wise decision of having us stay back at the hotel.  Even though we were disappointed at first, we made best of the situation and ended up having one of the best nights of the entire trip, and a much safer one.  A small group of us celebrated Mass in a hotel basement with a few priests.  That ended up being a defining moment of the trip.  We realized first-hand that Jesus is still present in the Eucharist whether you celebrate Mass with the Pope and 2 million people or whether you have Mass in the basement of a hotel with a small group, a plate, and a wine glass.  Even though it was something we least expected, this was definitely a highlight of Madrid.  After spending days in Madrid, we departed for London and spent an overnight there.  Thankfully, we were able to sight-see quite a bit in London and it was a great end to an amazing journey.  

[image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg][image: https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/8a6ddf18c22b859f883c4d63ce38d974/bannWeb2011.jpg]On behalf of my fellow pilgrims and I, I would like to give a big thanks to our parish council for the monetary assistance and to our parish for all the prayers that were said and your support.  By going to World Youth Day, we experienced so much that will impact us and others as well.  World Youth Day gave us the confidence so that we can share our faith with everyone we come in contact with.  My hope is that our parish will be able to participate in future World Youth Day pilgrimages.  I know it is an experience that we will be talking about for the rest of our lives.       – Jenn Southerton
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